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Background 

 I wanted to make the entrance to my childcare home a functional room with many 

purposes.  It would be the first thing prospective families saw when they came for their 

enrollment interview.  The children in care needed a place they felt comfortable and relaxed 

enough – this would be where they would be saying goodbye to their parents.  The parents 

needed a place where information about their children, our activities, and related resources 

were readily available. 

Description  

  In the front entrance of my home each preschool child has a hook for their coat and a 

basket for their mitts and other small items.  There is a bench to sit on which has room 

under it to store boots and shoes where they will not be tripped on by people as they come 

and go.  The rod with coat hangers is placed at a four foot height to be convenient for the 

school-age children and above it there is a large shelf where parents can set purses etc down 

while they greet or say good-bye to their child.  I use this shelf to display seasonal 

decorations as well as children’s crafts. 

Above the bench I hung a 24” by 36” white board with the “Emergent Curriculum” 

written at the top.  On this board I create a web to outline the activities we have been doing.  

I use an orange marker to write topics of interest to the children, a blue marker to write the 

name of a book, poem or song, and a pink marker to describe a game or activity.  I link the 

related items together and when the board gets too full I erase it and we start again.  

Various other types of information are also posted in the entrance.  Things like; 

 My childcare license, first aid certificate and MCCA membership certificate 
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 The menu highlighting what the children will be eating that day 

 A current calendar 

 A list of holidays and upcoming dates the daycare will be closed 

 A clock  

 Information and permission forms for upcoming fieldtrips and special events 

 Posters and flyers for community events 

 Resources for health, safety, education, and childcare advocacy 

 Pamphlets and information from social service agencies.  

The entrance is painted a bright mauve color with yellow pine accents and has a small 

window that provides natural light and ventilation as well.  The light fixture in the ceiling is 

equipped with a fluorescent light bulb and is left on all day so there is always sufficient light 

even when it is cloudy or the sun is not up.  There is a small heater with a wire rack mounted 

above it that I use for drying mitts during winter months. 

Theory 

 Lee Dunster (1994) in Home Child Care a Caregivers Guide, Imprimerie Gagne Ltee: 

Ottawa, ON (pg. 21), states that a welcoming entrance should include a bulletin board, 

children’s artwork, a place for parents to help their children dress/undress, a place to store 

garments, and if possible a table or shelf.  

Evaluation 

Overall I am pleased with the way the entrance area of my childcare home functions.  

Parents enjoy having a place to sit and find the information provided to be useful.  They 

often read pamphlets and posters while they’re waiting for their child to put away their toys 

etc and come to the door.  Sometimes the posted information reminds the parents of 

something they wanted to discuss with me like a developmental concern or school readiness 

skill.  I can answer these questions and supply more information to the parent while the child 

is getting ready to go home.  
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The children get a chance to show responsibility and be independent.  Having the 

entrance area separate from the main play area limits some of the behaviour issues that are 

common when the children are transitioning between home and child care.   

 

     

 


